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VEVERLLE Fh? PLE Me Bek 
PICTURE STORY BOOK 


Williams, Garth Simon & Schuster 
BABY FARM ANIMALS $1.00 


* Companion piece to the beguiling #aby Animals of two years back- and done 
with the same charm and freshness, the same tricks of humor and imagination. That 
the competition is keen is obvious:- rabbits, guinea pigs, a donkey, ducklings, 
chickens, a lamb (I'm sO glad he made it a black one!) piglets, a calf, and so on, 
including the house animals like kittens and puppies. Yes, they've been done, but 
this- in its field - is tops. And the comfortable size and sturdy heavy cardboard 
pages mean it will take a lot of handling which it is sure to get. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth — Simon & Schuster 
DOG STORIES $1.95 


A Giant Golden Book, this, with gay pictures large and small by Feodor 
Rojankovsky, and a generous assortment of stories, short pieces, verse. Personally, 
I liked most of the stories- fifteen in all- for pace and length, ideal for reading 
aloud at sleepy time. Some are realistic, some fantasy, but told in matter-of-fact 
fashion- it might have heppened this way- which youngsters like. Small town and 
country dogs, for the most part, are topics. The verse and brief inserts are less 
successful, but, with Rojankovsky's pictures, provide spot entertainment. (Publ.) 


INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


McDowell, David ROBERT E. LEE Random House 
and Each $1.00 
Vance, Eleanor G.- Adapted by (Publ. ) 


ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD 


Two young biographies, in virtually picture book format, but with substan- 
tial text. The first (Robert E. Lee) seemed to us straight merchandise, with calendar 
chromotype of pictures by Wm. Hutchinson and a sentimentalized retelling of the facts 
of Lee's life. (IC: 53-6289) The Adventures of Robin Hood on the other hand, is a 
first rate recounting of episodes made familiar through story and screen, with tra- 
ditional but lively pictures in full color and half tone by Jay Hyde Barnun. 

(Le; 53-6291) Both books with paper over board covers, brightly laminated, reen- 
forced stitching. 


GOLDEN PLAY BOOKS Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN FUN BOOK Each $.50 
THE GOLDEN BOOK OF TRAINS 


There has been considerable success- merchandise-wise - for the other Fun 
books, and these will probably follow the same sales pattern. They demand a degree 
of adult supervision, if full benefit is to be had, for the pages back up- things to 
do first, things to cut out second, and the progression is not always self-evident. 
Do a puzzle- a coloring job- a trick of some sort; then turn the page and find cut- 
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outs. Ingenious- properly used, for convalescents and for rainy days or trips....The 

train book is geared for older children, as the substance of the text is mature, and 

goes beyond the routing answers to routing questions. The data is illustrated almost 

point by point, with line drawings that seem very old style. This for the train-minded © 
child with an acquisitive mind for straight facts. The last pages offer paper model 

diagrams (based on Lionel trains), with a final chapter on how to set up a model rail- 


road in limited space. Soft covers. 


RTSU7 TO ELEVEN Fiction 


Doubleday 


Bro, Marguerite Harmon 
THREE ...-AND DOMINGO $2.00 
A Christmas tale with an original turn, in the story of two ship animals 
(as told by one of them, an English sheep dog), and of the burro they encountered on 
Christmas Eve in Brazil. Big Bruce, the dog, had gone along to keep 12-year old John 
company; Ingrid, a Swedish goat, found life on her ship lonely with nothing but humans, 
and jumped into the lifeboat when a job of transfer was being done from a sister ship. 
And then- when the /~sa added Ingrid to her "crew", and stopped off for freight on 
Christmas Eve in a Brazilian port, the "three" - John, Big Bruce and Ingrid, had a 
Christmas adventure of their own on shore. Into this story pattern an amazing amount 
of information is tucked, and children, from first and second grade listeners on up, 
will absorb it painlessly. Charmingly decorative illustrations by Leonard Weisgard, 
with his particular blend of humor. Rather special- and fun. (Publ.) (IC: 53-9987) 


Brooks, Walter R. Knopf 
FREDDY AND THE SPACE SHIP $3.00 
They continue to come- these sequels to /'o In’ d4gain (now known as Freddy rd 


Goes To Florida)- and this latest opus might be entitled Freddy Tries To Go To Mars. 

He did get into outer space, but the interference of one of the other passengers landed 
them back home again, just in time for Freddy to do some detecting which ultimately help- 

ed get some unwanted visitors away from the Bean farm. All the old friends are here- 

and of course the Kurt Wiese drawings which are integral to the books. (Publ.) (LC: 53-7628) 


Brooks, Walter R. Knopf 
THE COLLECTED POEMS OF FREDDY THE PIG $2.50 


This should be reviewed by a "young reviewer" for the allure of Freddy's poetic 
genius is definitely down their alleys - not the adults'. These verses are drawn from 
some twenty books in the series. A bit hammy- as to be expected. (Publ.) (IC: 53-7629) 


Rand McNally 


Henry, Marguerite 
BRIGHTY OF THE GRAND CANYON $2.95 
** Sure fire- with Bright Angel destined to join Misty among candidates for the 
animal Hall of Fame. For Bright Angel, too, has a factual past, on which Marguerite 
Henry has built an enchanting story. Brighty was a little grey burro, a wild creature 
with a more than human faculty for picking friends and making enemies- and getting into 
and out of scrapes. There's adventure and mystery here, set against the superb back- 
drop of the Grand Canyon, where Brighty made the trail that others follow. He lived 
in the time when Theodore Roosevelt first visited the Canyon and determined that it be 
made a National Park; he played his part in helping capture a thief and murderer. Some 
may quarrel with his human reasoning, but Marguerite Henry has made him very convincing, 
very appealing. J.L.G. (Publ.) (IC: 53-7233) Fd] 
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Rietveld, Jane Wilcox & Follett 

WILD DOG $2.50 
A dog story with a new angle- with a good northland setting- and unusual 
in that it is not wholly happy in its outcome. For Jerry's pet husky turned out to 
be closer to his wild ancestors than to the farm dog Jerry wanted him to be. Jerry, 
too, is painted in very credible terms, - resentful of the move from city to country, 
spoiled in the selfish demands he makes, terrified of his pet's danger signals which 
charted all too well the path he would follow. That the characterization doesn't 
quite live up to its initial drawing doesn't prevent this from being a superior tale. 
The animal drawings by the author are sturdy; when she comes to humans she's not s0 
good. (Publ.) 


Seymour, Alta Halverson Wilcox & Follett 
THE CHRISTMAS DONKEY $2.50 


* Southern France for another story of Christmas in other lands (the first 
two were Norway and Switzerland). It is a charming story - for the older of the age 
group below this- the younger in this age group- about Michel, who wanted so desper- 
ately to earn enough money to get his grandmother the donkey she wanted. It called 
on forces he didn't realize he had, for self-deprivation, hard work- and sometimes 
decisions that were not wholly admirable. There's lots of local flavor, as Michel 
and his grandmother make the santons for the Christmas creche and the sonton fair, 
and the village background comes into being. Bold, decorative black and whites by 
W. T. Mars are a fairly successful interpretation of the text. (Publ.) 


EIGHT 10 FLEVEN- Non-fiction 


Morrison, Lillian Crowell 
BLACK WITHIN AND RED WITHOUT $2.00 


A pocket book of riddles- but somehow they seem to me of infinitely more 
interest to the folklorist than to youngsters who love to stump their elders. The 
scholarly background is evidenced not only in the bibliography of sources but in the 
flavor of the riddles themselves. Too many of them deal with peasant and folk back- 
ground and assume familiarity with other folk ways or living conditions of the past 
to fit the average American child of today. Would they think of a bathtub as some- 
thing "you use once a week"; of candles as "lighted every night"; of a wig, a fan, 
of flax- as answer to a riddle? There are plays on words, puns, nursery jingles, 
metaphors; there's a ballad and lyric quality to the ancient rhymes. 200 tradition- 
al riddles here, most of them once current orally in the English speaking world. 
(Publ.) (LC: 53-8420) 


Chandoha, Walter Knopf 
ALL KINDS OF DOGS $3.50 


Companion volume to the successful All Kinds of Cats, but somehow not quite 
as irresistible. Granted that dogs have more admirers than cats - perhaps the multi- 
plicity of dog books makes the fans more critical. Some of these photographs are 
utterly beguiling, imaginative, unusual. But the selection of text to accompany the 
;hotographs, while apt, seems often too studied. Start with an Ogden Nash- but then 
the inclusion of Swift and Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Stevenson and Lear - well, 
it just hits between two markets, the one very literary, the other- dog lovers. The 
factual content on different types of dogs, done by the photographer, is more success- 
ful. (Publ.) (IC: 53-7630) 
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Beers, Lorna 
THE CRYSTAL CORNERSTONE $2.50 
This is such good matter that it is unfortunate the manner is not better. 
For here is a story that makes one realize how intimate and personal a problem is that 
of divided loyalties, in the young days of the Revolution. The mood of the story par- 
allels an adult novel to be published shortly- Fire and the Hammer by Shirley Barker 
(see P. 679). The central character is the son of a local blacksmith, in a village 
not far from Trenton, on the Pennsylvania side of the river. And Thaddeus, who is still 
a schoolboy at the start of the story, finds himself involved in a tarring and feather- 
ing job with the Liberty Boys. The daughter of the victim brings him to his senses- 
and, ashamed, he runs away to join the ragged tatterdemalion army, and there learns 
what it really is he is fighting to maintain. It is a good yarn, but the dialogue is 
stilted, the style uneven, the characterizations thin. Worth reading, nonetheless. 
(Publ.) (LC: 53-8533) 
Meek, Col. S. P. Knopf 
OMAR: 4 State Police Dog $3.00 
This follows the expected pattern of this series of stories about specially 
trained dogs, but somehow seems more expert in the telling, and has a very successful 
blend of sound dog training information and data on the variety of responsibilities 
and challenges the state police fall heir to. Bob Halliday was a student recruit with 
some K-9 Corps experience, and it was his faith in Omar that brought about the miracle 
of his extraordinary achievements. A good man and dog story. (Publ.) (LC: 53-7636) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- Non-fiction 


Buehr, Walter Scribner 
THE STORY OF LOCKS $2.00 © 


In picture and text, the history of locks is told, in more detail than this 
reader, for one, found interesting. The invention of the door by the cavemen starts 
the story which goes on through the intricacies of today's time locks which mean se- 
curity in addition to privacy. Clues unearthed by archaeologists go back to the 
earliest bars and bolts. The Chinese supposedly developed the great great grandfather 
of the combination locks- and the principle remains the same. All types of locks are 
described- and illustrated. Too highly specialized an interest for the average reader. 


(Try your local bankers) (Publ.) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


McFee, William- fd. Hanover House (Doubleday) 
JOSEPH CONRAD: TALES OF LAND AND SEA $2.95 


A rich harvest of Conrad's works includes ‘outh, The Nigger of the Narcissus. 
fyphoon, The Shadow Line, Heart of Darkness, Gasber Ring, The Secret Sharer, The End 
of the Tether and The Duel. The editor's introduction, while it fails to capture Conrad's 
fascination, gives a biographical sketch and adequate literary analysis. (Full report on 
p- 684) (11/2) 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


de Iongh, Jane Norton 
MARGARET OF AUSTRIA $4.00 


A period portrait of Margaret, Archduchess of Austria, Duchess of Savoy, and 
Regent of the Netherlands, is accomplished with taste and insight and a sympathy for her @ 
happy and unhappy history. With the events of her varied career, which at last saw her 
create a stronger Netherlands, is the picture of the 16th century's art and politics, 

and dynastic egoism- precisly painted. (Full report on p. 688) (11/19) 





